Whistler Youth Soccer Club President’s Report for 2010 AGM
It’s been another glorious year for our Club and for “the beautiful game” in our fair Valley and as far away as South Africa!

Club Registration levels are at an all-time high, the number of parent volunteers as coaches continues to increase, the playing of soccer at recess in our local schools is becoming very popular, and the support we get from the RMOW as well as the Whistler - Blackcomb Foundation continues to be most generous. The technical abilities of even our youngest players are astonishing, the successes of both our league and travel teams are exhilarating, and most of all, the joy which is so evident in our youth’s play is enormously satisfying.

The seeds which Andree Janyk and Bob Calladine sowed almost 18 years ago when they started the Club sprouted long ago, courtesy of the co-founders’ passion and attention.Â  Now those seedlings have grown into strong stalks and the flowers are blossoming, thanks mostly to the now 57 (and counting!) volunteer coaches and managers.

We who have watched over the years are so very proud of our young athletes, and are delighted that they have chosen a sport where they join their friends in combining individual accomplishments with solid team play, all at minimal cost.

Besides all the training on our beautiful fields in Whistler, our youth play in the Squamish League (fall) and Green River League (spring), with rep teams out of Squamish, Pemberton and now West Vancouver, in Community Cup games against North Shore teams at U11/12, with both Club and Corridor travel teams at various tournaments (especially the Thanksgiving ones in the Lower Mainland and the Victoria Day weekend one in Kamloops), with the local High School in zone play, at the Whitecaps clinic in the spring. They run the lines at the summer-time Adult League, join in with Luis in his summer day - camps locally, train indoors in the local school gyms in winter, attend our summer camps run by Saibo Talic (EFS) and by Donn Sparks & Sandi Potis, excel at the Spring Academy at Quest University, and even tour Italy!

Yes, the highlight for me this past year was the scouting of our Club’s three best male players by the Genova International Soccer School and their participation in July in a playing tour of Italy.Â  Together with a few selected youths from around the world, Cam Baker, Will Robson and Harrison Shrimpton benefited from the very best coaching European football could offer, and then went out and competed brilliantly against professional teams’ starting line-ups, including Serie A & B clubs!Â  

What wonderful ambassadors for Whistler they are and what superlative examples of the sort of training benefits which accrue from growing up in our region playing youth soccer.

Will Robson has gone on to Quest University with a prestigious sports scholarship and is starting every game. Note too that Quest’s head coach for the Men’s team is looking to the Corridor clubs to supply his squad with all-rounded & skilled players in the coming years.

Meanwhile, the WYSC coaches garner their share of awards, with Bernard Messeguer and Dave Robson winning Community Sports Hero awards, and also the Club’s top coaching awards for 2009 - 2010.Â  Dave Robson also coached the Squamish U18 team, (comprised of lads throughout the Corridor) Â to an unprecedented Gold League Championship in the Lower Mainland, with Will, Cam, and Harrison being key players on that squad.

There are many coaches of younger players too who look like they have great things in store for both them and their charges. Our technical directors Polek & Andree took over this fall from Steve September, and have provided fabulous oversight on a shoe-string.

All looks very sound for PJ O’Heany to assume the heavy mantle of responsibility as Club President, and there is no better person to do just that.Â  I will continue to assist in the background, and try to match the wisdom he and David Demers blessed me with during the last few years.

In the short term my desire is to see really great fields planned for Cheakamus Crossing, and I will also continue to enjoy the last few months of my son’s youth soccer career.Â  Thereafter, I expect to watch the continued success of the management and volunteers who serve the youth of our wonderful Club. 

I thank you all for giving me such pleasure in being honored to serve you these last 13 years, as Vice President initially, and then for the last 5 years as President.

Peter D. Shrimpton

